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To: MEPs 

Calling for a European directive and binding targets for electric public transport

Dear MEP [name],

The EU climate and energy package identifies the transport sector as one of the key levers to achieve substantial reduction of CO2-emissions. Since the most significant emission sources in urban areas are internal combustion engine vehicles, the promotion of e-mobility in public transportation is crucial as it has the potential to have a sustainable impact on meeting the EU energy and climate targets by 2020. The TROLLEY consortium as an EU-funded project links to this and aims at the increase of electric public transport throughout Central Europe.

The advantages of Trolleybuses are obvious:
· Economical, ecological, electrical: Trolleybuses are Europe’s urban tramsport system of the future. They are comfortable and safe, save residents along their routes from exhaust fumes and noise and are environmentally friendly.
· With low maintenance costs and a long life span they are the logical alternative to diesel and other fuel-driven vehicles.
· Trolleybuses are an integral part of an innovative and sustainable transport system for Europe’s cities. Passengers, cities and the environment will benefit.
Yet these benefits have not been fully recognized!

In order to reach the long-term goals of the EU climate and energy package aiming at decreasing greenhouse gas emissions by 60 % by 2050 it will be vital to change the operating system in the transport sector. Since road cargo traffic needs long operating ranges for economic reasons, a change from diesel combustion engines towards electric driven mode cannot be expected in the foreseeable future. Efforts to change the proportion combustion driven - electric driven cars in the individual traffic significantly are made will be undertaken in the future, but this desirable change will need some time to be effective. High cost for the cars (in particular for the battery), low operating ranges, heaviness, loading infrastructure covering the whole country are some of the obstacles, which have to be overcome. Hence, the most meaningful approach is apparently the public urban transport in cities.

We are convinced that Trolleybuses uses are an essential element of electrical urban transportation in the future. They are green, clean and smart. With increasing oil fuel costs and air pollution, Trolleybuses optimize e-mobility transport systems in cities and suburbs.

TROLLEY is an EU funded project carried out by nine partners located in the Central Europe: Salzburg AG - public transport operator of Salzburg, City of Brno, Barnim Bus GmbH - bus operator of Eberswalde, TEP S.p.A – bus operator in Parma, LVB - public transport operator in Leipzig, City of Gdynia and University of Gdansk in Poland, SZKT – public transport operator in Szeged, TrolleyMotion- association to promote trolleybuses. 

As member of the TROLLEY consortium we would be grateful if you could support our consortium and its call for a European directive and binding targets for electric public transport. It would be appreciated if we could get in contact with you in xxx and have the opportunity to present our ebus initiative.

With kind regards,
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